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exhausted with the futile haunt, each of us falls
prostrate soon to breathe our last! Hence, Sruthi
declares that such childish men who have not come
to an adult's discrimination, will fall ultimately into
the fruits of delusions, the widespread snares of death
(finiteness).
Against these men of childhood, Sruthi contrasts
the wise men who live a life of sleepless discrimination
and Knowledge. The wise maintain a vigilant dis-
crimination between the Real and the unreal, the True
and the false. They naturally escape from the suicidal
urges of a deluded mind. -They do not covet the un-
stable, the perishable, the finite sense-objects, for they
want nothing but the Immortal and the Infinite.
Since the inner enemies are the ignorance, desire
and action, the wise through an intelligent control of
their actions earn for themselves a state of desireless-
ness, and since desires are manifestations of the deep-
seated Ignorance, in the state of desirelessness there
is naturally an end of all ignorance. When ignorance
is ended, desire and action, which are but the same
ignorance in different forms, are also ended. With
the end of ignorance, Knowledge comes to shine forth.
Avidya is ended in Gyan. And such Gyanis are here
termed as the wise. Such men are those who, as
Blake expresses in Auguries of Innocence, tried suc-
cessfully :
"To see a world in a grain of sand,
And a heaven in a wild flower;
Hold infinity in the palm of your hand,
And eternity in an hour."